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Transbay Joint Powers Authority Appoints Mark Zabaneh as Interim Executive Director 

 

San Francisco (April 22, 2016) – The Transbay Joint Powers Authority (TJPA) is pleased to 

announce that earlier today the TJPA Board of Directors appointed Mark Zabaneh to the role of 

interim executive director effective May 1, 2016. 

 

Since starting at TJPA in 2013, Zabaneh has led the agency’s program management team. Under 

his leadership, the remaining major construction contracts for Phase 1 were successfully bid out 

and preparations for Phase 2 design and construction have progressed. He also served as the 

primary staff liaison during a recent regional cost review and coordinated staff efforts to reduce 

costs and make necessary budget adjustments to keep construction progressing and deliver Phase 

1 on schedule.  

 

“Mark has the knowledge of and familiarity with the Transbay Project necessary to jump in 

immediately and take the helm of the TJPA,” said TJPA Board of Directors Chair Greg Harper. 

“We are fortunate that we can enable a smooth transition with Mark stepping up to serve as 

interim executive director. I and the other TJPA Directors look forward to continuing to work 

with him in this new capacity.” 

 

Zabaneh came to the TJPA following a 26-year career with the California Department of 

Transportation (Caltrans). While at Caltrans, Zabaneh served as Deputy District Director for 

Program/Project Management in charge of the Capital Program for the nine Bay Area counties 

and led project management activities on a range of efforts, including the Caldecott Tunnel 4th 

Bore Project. His Caltrans experience also includes serving as Project Manager on the San 

Mateo/Hayward Bridge East Approach Widening Project and the State Route 92/I-880 

Interchange Project and as Assistant Structures Representative on the Cypress Reconstruction 

Project.  
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During his tenure at TJPA, Zabaneh has been involved in many aspects of the oversight of the 

Transbay Transit Center. Zabaneh’s expertise and familiarity with the Transbay Project will be a 

valuable asset as the Center enters the final stage of construction and prepares for its late 2017 

grand opening. 

 

“It is an honor to be asked to lead the TJPA, and I look forward to continuing our progress in the 

coming months,” said Zabaneh. “I am excited to continue to partner with the TJPA Board of 

Directors, staff, and program and construction teams to deliver the Transit Center to the 

community and see the heart of San Francisco’s new downtown come to life in just under two 

years.” 

 

Zabaneh is a licensed civil engineer in the state of California and a graduate of the University of 

Texas at Austin with a Bachelor of Science degree in civil engineering. 

 

About the Transbay Transit Center 

The Transbay Transit Center, known as the “Grand Central Station of the West,” is a 

revolutionary state-of-the art transportation facility that will transform the South of Market 

neighborhood into the new heart of downtown. The Transit Center will connect eight Bay Area 

counties and 11 transit systems, including future California High-Speed Rail. The Transbay 

Transit Center Phase 1 is scheduled to open in late 2017. To learn more about the Program, 

please visit our website at www.TransbayCenter.org.  

 

The Transbay Transit Center Program is made possible in part by the U.S. Department of 

Transportation, State of California, Metropolitan Transportation Commission, Proposition K 

Sales Tax dollars provided by the San Francisco County Transportation Authority, City and 

County of San Francisco, San Francisco Office of Community Investment and Infrastructure, 

San Mateo County Transportation Authority and AC Transit. 
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